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System of Government
under the
HOLY PROPHET

(Peace be upon him)

(Following is the full text of the Interview given
tq._t&_c.z,ﬂiﬂiﬂ"Pakistan by Maulana Sysd Abul Ala
Maududi. Nasir Qureshi and Abdul Waheed Khan
conductad the Interview. [t was recorded on the
gth and 10th March, 1978 and relayed in the
National Programme on the 7th and 8th April,

1978).
Nasir Qureshi |

Leader of the Islamic movement, Maulana Syed Abul
A'la Maududi ! It is really @ privileged moment that
a representative of Radio Pakistan has the honour of
being in.your presence. The question which has brought
us here, to seck your guidance, ic that the Muslims of
this divinely bestowed State of Pakistan, after thirly
years of waywardness, dre now trying to cling to the
rope of Allah. Stir, there are, of course, many other
leaders also but the state of our mental chaos 15 similar
to0 a traveller who has yet to discover hus gutde.- In order
to tread the straight path we want the guidance of the
Real Leader (peace be upon him) so that our Sfaith and

life are improved. Sir, the first thing I would request |
for is that you enlighten us ahout the System of Govern-
ment which prevailed under the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him), Secondly I wonld request you i guide us
as 1o how could we adopt this system in the modern  age.

In our present-day world four aspects are taken inte



account for the evaluation of a State’s development:

1. Who is the ultimate sovereign ?

0. What is the nature of ils legislative machinery and
what are ils powers and limitations ?

a. How far is its Judiciary impartial andindependent ?

4. What are the limits, powers and characteristics of
its FExecutive ?

May I request you o enlighten us about these aspects of

the auspicious regime of the Holy Prophet (peace be

upon him). We are searching for a treasure which

would enable us, not .only today and tomorrow but in

all ages to come, to mould our lives in accordance with

the injunctions of Allak and His Prophet (peace be

upon him).

Maulana Abul A“Ia Maudud:

It is a matter of great pleasure fﬂr me that you have
today provided me an opportunity to explain, to the
Muslims of this country in general and to its rulers
in particular, the basis and the form of government
which was established by the Holy Pmphet (peace be
upon him).

The basic principle which the II{ﬂY Prophet (peace
be upon Lim) stressed above all else was that the ulti-
mate sovereignty vests in Allah and none else. The earth
belongs to Him. The Air, the Water, the Lightand every
thing which sustains our life has been provided by Him.
The body we possess and all the energies and organs it
is equipped with have been bestowed upon us by Him.
We have no share in, or right to make a claim to,
ultimate sgvereignty. Nor should we accept any such
claim from any individual or group. The very first
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‘thing which the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
tried to impress on the mind of man,; and invited
people to believe in, was that the kingdom belongs to
Allah ; He alone has the authority to command and
no one except Him has the right to legislate.

The second point in his basic teachings was that the

Divine Laws are not revealed to mankind directly. This
is done through His Chosen Messengers. The Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him} was not elected by any
one as ruler. Nor was he a selffmade ruler. He was
“appointed on this oflice by Allah so that he could
educate. people, train them in the Divine Discipline,
rcform their minds, thought and character, communi-
cate Divine Injunctions to them and implement the
Divine Mission through those who accept and believe
1n the truthfulness of these injunctions.
‘The third essential thing which the Holy Pmphel: {peace
be upon him) demanded on behalf of Allah was that
mankind believe in the concept of Life Hereafter. If one
does not consider himsell answerable to Allah and
does not believe that he has to go one day, after his
death, before his Lord and account for all his deeds, hé
can neither tread the path of Islam, nor can he attain
nobility in character.

- For thirteen years continuously the Holy
Prophet (peace be - upon him} presented these
ideas to the people of Mecca, through exhortation
and preaching, and those who accepted them were
organised by him into a party, a community (Ummah).
During the last three ycars of his stay at Mecca
a small group of persons from Madina embraced
Islam and they invited him to come to their city
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along with his companions. The statement of Hazrat
Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) was very
true when she said that Madina was conquered
by the Quran. That 1s to say that there was no
sword, no oppressive force whereby the citizens of
Madina could be coerced into accepting Islam. The
fact is that as soon as they had access to the Quran
and came to know of the Surahs revealed at Mecca they
not only accepted Islam but also extended invitation
to the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his
companions {may Allah be pleased with them)- to
share their small dwellings. This invitation was not
meant for simply providing refuge to him. It
was, instead, for making him their teacher, mentor,
and ruler, as also for merging the Muslims of Medina
and the Muslims of Mecca into a single community of
believers to establish thereby a system of life in Madina
on which this community had reposed its faith. This

is how the Islamic government was founded on the
very day when the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
had arrived in Madina. |

The foremost function of this government was disserm-
nation of Islamic teachings among the people,
because Islam is the knowledge of divine guidance
and lgnorance is a hinderance in his path.  The
Holy Prophet {peace be upon him) and his com-
panions (may Allah be pleased with them) spent all
their energies on making people understand the faith
and accept it with conviction. As this knowledge
spread, and the people adheéred to it, the power of
Islam grew steadily. -

The s~cond great task before the Holy Prophet (peace
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be upon him)} was the reformation of their morals.
and creation of a society founded upon high morality.
No system of government, however mangnificent
in appearance it is, and however excellent its laws,
can succeed if its structure does not rest upon the firm
foundation of good conduct, if its officials are not men
of high character and the society in which it is intro-
duced 1s not honest and God-fearing. It is for this -
reason that after invitation to faith and its propagation,
the Holy Prophet {peace be upon him) laid so much
stress on piety and good conduct. The very nature of
“the system established by him urged that the cogduct of
the people conformed to the temperament of that system.
Such a situation does not require the use of force for
the obedience of law. It suffices to say that this thing
has been ordained by Allah or prohibited by Him. After
that people obey on their own. During the times of the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) there were no
Police. Nor was there any jail or any system of espion~
age. It was unthinkable that people would receive an-
ordef from the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and.
- disobey it. For instance we can take up the case of the
prohibition of alchohol. When it was proclaimed in the -
city of Madina that it had been declared unlawful, the
vessels full of alchohol were broken and the people
immediately stopped drinking there and then. |
History fails to provide example of such spontancous
Obedience to law. On the contrary billions of rupees
were spent in America for convincing people of the
evils and ill-effects of alcohal. A mighty prupaganda
campaign was launched against it and with the sup-
port of public opinion an amendment was made in the
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American Constitution to pass a law for its prohibition.
But on the very next day afier its enforcement people
started violating it. Pcople took to many kinds
of poisonous drinks. This evil spread to such an
extent that eventually the law was withdrawn., Let us
now compare the two situations. On the one side
an order 1s issued and it is instantly obeyed. On the
other side a law is made after great preparation and
prior consent of peoplc and they violate it. It goes to
prove that the foundation of a good system of govern-
ment rests on faith and good conduct. Where these
two things are lacking, however excellent the laws
and constitution are {ramed on paper, they will never
succeed 1n practice,

Nasir Qureshi

The present-day Western Democracy is based on four
pillars.  In what form did they exist in the days of tﬁ:
Holy Prophet ( peam: be upon him) ?

Maulana Abul A'la Maududi

So far as the sovereignty is concerned I have al-
ready told that according to the teachings of the
- Holy Prophei (peace be upon him} it belongs to
Allah only, The division of government into three
branches, as 1t coxists  today, did not exist in the
order of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him). He
was the Law-giver, the Judge and the Administrator at
the same time. As a ruler appointed by Allah these
powers .were vested 1 his person. But the system
employed bv the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
was such “that asked for unqualified obedience from



7

people in respect of Divine Injunctions. No one
could dare to say a word against them. But in matters
as were not explicitly mentioned by Divine Injunctions
he always consulted his companions. He allowed them
the right to differ and there are many instances when
he preferred their opinion. One such instance is the
Battle of Badr, in which one of his companions ques-
tioned him about the choice of the camp. He asked
the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) whether the
selection of camp was ordained by Allah or had been
made by him? The Holy Prophct (peace be upon him)
replicd that the choice had been made by him.
Thereupon the companion submitted that another
site would be preferable and his suggestion was accept-
ed. It can be understood from this incident that the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) was giving two
kinds of training to the believers. One was that when
they received any order from Allah they should obey
it without question. The second training was that in
other matters, which were not covered by any Divine
Injunction, competent persons should be consulted.
People should also be given the right to discuss these
matters openly with liberty to differ from everybody
howsoever hlghly pli’lﬂﬂd S0 much so that even
the opinion of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
in such matters was differed from ny nis f‘ﬂl’ﬂpﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂ
and the issue decided by consensus. |

I wounld like to quote here one more instance. In
the Battle of Ahzab when the situation took a very
serious furn, the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
wanted that some tribes whose strong forces had
gathered there be offered a portion of the agricultural



B .

produce of Madina and thereby isolated from the
enemy’s block. Thereupon the leaders of the Ansar
tribes asked from the Holy Prophet (peace be upon
'him) whether he had taken this decision at the com-
mands of Allah or -on his own ? He replied that it
was his own decision and he wanted to take them
out of danger. They said to the Holy Prophet (peace
be upon him) that the enemies had not been able to
wrench from them a particle even before they became
Muslims. How could they do it now? Consequently,
- this 1dea was discarded. It can easily be wunderstood
from this instance what was the system of government
of the Holy Prophet {peace be upon him). While in
matters ordained by Allah there was no room for
personal opinion, matters free from such injunctions
were decided 1n a democratic manner. |

Now we come to his judicial system. The Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) was a judge by virtue
of his Divine appointment. Hence he possessed
complete judicial powers. The guiding principle .
concerning the judicial system was that justice should
not only be done but it should be done publicly. Al

cases were heard in the open court. There is no
precedent of secret trial in his days.

There is a famous incident in history that befure thf:
cunquﬂst of Meeca a companion of the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him) wrote a letter to the - disbelievers
and informed them of the -attack that was about
to be made on them. Ti'us Jetter ‘was discovered.

It was an obvious case of ‘spying. The people of
modern age *would say that such a dangerous case
should have been tried in secret but the. Holy Prophet



(peace be upon him) held its public trial in 2 mosque.

Another important feature of his judicial system was
that no decision was made without hearing the
parties concerned and no one was deprived of any
of his rights without an opportunity of defence. The
Qazis deputed outside Madina, by the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him) were also instructed not to
decide any suit without hearing the parties concerned.
The door of recommendation in respect of judicial
matters was firmly closed. After the conquest of Mecca
~a woman of Quraish tribe committed thieft. Her family
tricd that she was saved from the “#tmishment, the
amputation of hand (kedd). The Holy Prophet (peace
be upon him)} was approached 1n the matter through
Hazrat Usama Bin Zaid, who was very dear to
him. When he did s¢, the Holy Prophet {pcace be
‘upon him) asked him if he wanted to.intcrcede in the
- matter of Allah? Many mnations in the past had
perished because they made discrimination in the
dispensation-of justice. When their ordinary men com-
mitted offence they were punished according tolaw but
when their respectable men did it they were treated
leniently. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) swore
by Allah that had her own daughter Fatima com-
‘mitted - theft he would have ordered the amputation of
her hand alse.” By saying so he not only closed the
door of intercession but also established the principle
that all were equal before law. He also cstablished the
- principle that if any one, by conceit, attains judge-
ment from a court of law in his own favour, he could
benefit from it only in this world and nothing would

save him from punishment in the life Hercafter.
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Next to that comes the question of legislature. Since
under the system of life brought by the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him), law was fundamentally God-made
and revealed by Him and He alone had the right of
legislation, the position of the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him} wasnot that of a legislator but of an Admin-
istrator and elucidater of Divine Law and that of a per-
son commissioned to educate and train people in the
administration of justic in accordance with it, The Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) explained the Divine Law
to the people and transiated it into practice which
is contained in his Sunnah. For instance, there is a
very brief mention of the punishment of theft in the
Quran. It enjoins that the hand of thief be amputated.
It does not give any detail. It is only Sunnah that tells
us as to precisely how and when this order will apply
and when it will not apply. It is also through Sunnah
that we know what is theft and what is not theft. To
what kind of goods and to what quantity it will
apply and how it will be enforced. If these de-
tails were not available in Sunnah, we would not
have been able to comply these orders correctly.
Thus it becomes obvious that - the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him) was not himself a legislator,
The real legislator was Allah and the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him) was His official interpreter and
commentator., This is how the Islamic Law is the
name of the injunctians of the Quran and the Sunnah.
The main features of the system, which the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) had established for
the enforcement of law, were that :—

1. As far as possible, people should be saved from



IY

punishment

2. To err in acquitting a culpnt was better than
punishing an innocent man.

3. People were encouraged to settle thﬁlr disputes by
themselves. If any body’s offence was to be pardoned,
it could be done. If somebody’s sin had to be over-
looked, it could also be done. But all this was per-
missible before the matter reached a court of law.

4- Onca a matter reached a court of law, 1t could
~ neither be overlooked nor forgiven. Thereafter only.
the court could decide the matter in accordance
with the law. | o

5. Any attempt at influencing judgment of a court
was strictly forbidden by the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him). The Qazi (Judge) has been given full free-
dom to decide the matters in conformity with the Quran
and Sunnah, at his own discretion without any fear or
favour. -

6. The Holy Prophet (pEﬂCt by upun him} also toid
his followers, in this behalf, that passing judgment
without knowledge or. giving wrong judgment
intentionally was a great 5111 A true QQazi was one who
possessed knowledge ﬂfla,w and decided matters in the
light of his knowledge without fear or prejudice.

We must also bear a few other things in mind in
regard to the rule of the Holy Prophet (peace be
uponn him). If we make the modern political ideas
a basis of evaluation, we will not be able to under-
stand his regime properly, For example there are
now three pillars of the modern State, t.e. Executlive,
Judiciary and Legislature, Their respective areas of
authority and action arc determined by the Con-
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stitution.

But in those days, the position was such, that before
the migration of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) to Madina, each tribe in the city had a walled
compound of its own. Therein they had their lands,
orchards, houses, cattle-yards and meeting place.
The tribal system’ prevailed and members of each
tribe themselves ma%aged their own affairs.

When a large number of people from Madina
pledged their allegiance at the hand of the Holy Pro-
phet (peace be upon him) in Mecca, he appointed
on their request, twelve such persons as their leaders
who were among them more able, influential and
trustworthy. Each of them was entrusted with the
responsibility of keeping their conduct and affairs
clean and straight and in this task they were: assisted
by pious and respectable persons of different families
of their tribe. Such persons . happened tobe the
chiefs in the families and tribes in natural . course
- and were made leaders by the Holy Prophét (peace
be upon him) when they embraced Islam.

Later on when he migrated_ to Madina he still main-
tained this system. The difference it brought about was
that the leadership shifted from the infidel Sheikhs to
- the believers. This change did not occur through ballot.
‘It was a natural result of the Islamic revolution
that the non-believers receded into background and
the Muslim leaders came forward. -
The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) used to
consult the most competent persons of the Muhajireen
{migrants) " and the chiefs of the Ansars (locals)
in conducting the affairs of the state. But this
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consultation had no resemblance with the present-
day legislature or parliament. Whenever need arose:
competent and influential persons from the Muslims,
both from the Muhajireen (migrants) and Ansars
{locals) were called for consultation. They were not
the clected representatives of the people. But never-
theless they were so influential, popular and intelligent
that had there been elections on the modern pattern
they would have won 1t. | | |

All of them were not necessarily invited for advice on
each and every issue. Whenever any ordinary problem
arose, iIn which advice had to be sought, those who

happened to be present were consulted. In case of
important matters an announcement was - made and

the people were summoned to the Mas_]ld-e-Nabvl
{Prophet’s Mosque).

When the Islamic state began to spread bEYDI‘ld
Madina, Governors were appointed in different areas.

They were the Chief Executives as well as com-
manders of their respective areas. The institution of
a standing army did not exist at that time.

Whenever a situation arose people joined the Jehad
voluntarily. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
had also appointed Qazis (Judges) in different locali-
ties and no governor could interfere in their work.,
The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) also
appointed some persons in each locality who imparted
education to the people. Education did not m®n
reading and writing. It mcant that the Quran was
recited to them. Its meanings and implications were
~explamned to them and thcy were acquainted with
the teachings of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon
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him). Mbst of this work was done verbally. The
teachers worked for the reformation of their intel-
lectual and moral conduct in the same manner as
they had themselves been ~ reformed by the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him). For instance when
Mecca was conquered, the Holy Prophet (pcace
be upon him) appointed Hazrat Attab Bin Asid as
Governor and Hazrat Moaz Bin Jabal as teacher.

The system of Zakat was so arranged that at some
places regular collecctors were appointed, while on
others the task was assigned to the tribal chiefs. In
areas where the non-Muslim population, after their

surrender, had agreed to pay ransom, no permanent .
tax-collector was appointed. When Khyber was con-

"quered its Jews agreed to give half of their agriculture

- produce for truce. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) sent one of his companions to them at the time
of harvest. He divided the whole produce 1nto two
halves and gave the Jews an option to choose any of
the two lots. Histery bears witness to it that when
ransom was taken in that manner, the Jews cried in
acclaim that this is the justice on which this whole
universe depends.

This is a brief outline of the system of government
under the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him).

Abdul Waheaed Khan
Respected Maulana! After listening to the detatls you
" have given about the system of government of the Holy
Prophet { peace be upon him) the question crops up that
today there can neither be @ person who is embodvment

of virtue like the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
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nor we have a group of such men as he had irained in
the form of his own companions and Caliphs, nor that
moral training is available, nor that sociely is there
which was harnessed by the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him). Now if we intend to enforce the Islamic
System in this corrupt sociely of ours, how shall we
transform the four well-known principles of modern state
inlo the mould of Islamic System. Secondly, what
would be the method and process for converting our present
corrupt soctety tnto that perfect sociely ?

Mauiana Abul A'la Maududi

The first thing to be clearly understood in this« regard
1s that the Islamic System as such cannot be run by
any dishonest and corrupt administration. A bureau-
cracy which does not fear Allah cannot runit. Nor
can it properly function in a morally corrupt society
which has lost all norms. We have lived for a long
time under monarchy which did not follow perfect
Islamic order. But even then Islamic Law prevailed
and the task of educating the masses was donc by
the scholars and mystics. For this reason, despite
the fact that the socicty was not at the level which
obtained in the days of the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him} and his compamnions, the general moral
standard of the people was not as low as it became
afterwards. Nor the people were so ignorant of Islamic
teachings as they became later. Drinking was almost
unknown among the Muslims. People did commit
sins but not so openly. The British authors have
recorded that in the midst of ;8th century, when the
British Government was first established in Bengal,



16

the incidence of theft was negligible and hand
of thief was amputated. Nobody could expect 2 lie
from a Muslim. No Muslim would lie in a court of
law. Muslims were generally educated and almost
the entire community was literate. This was our
condition till the end of 18th century. Later, when
the British Rule was imposed our laws were changed.
Our cconomic svstem was altered.  Our social system
was adversely affected.  Islamic education was totally
At the mercy of financial help of the affiuent Mushim
class and the Islamic institutions could only be kept
alive with their assistance. The Government did not
accept the gradnates of these institutions in thelir
employment.. On the contrary, the system of educa-
tion which the Briashers enlorced divesied the minds
of the Muslims of the concept of Allah, His Prophet
(peace be upon him) and the Life. Hereafter, but the
avenues of worldly gains had been left open to them
only. All this we inherited from the British era. It
is a pity that after the cstablishment of Pakistan no
effort was made to change this situation. In fact our
position in the last thirty years has become worse.
It cannot be expected that if an Islamic government
‘is now established it will at once restore the ideal
system. What can, of course, be done to begin with
is that the rcins of government are given in the hands
of the right type of people. They should utilise all
the resources of the country, all the media of publicity,
eatirec system of education and the overall adminis-
trative p_?licy of the government for one singular
purpose of spreading Islam extensively among the
Muslims and for the reformation of their moral condi-
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tion. The ground for Islamic System will be prepared
to the extent to which knowledge of Islam is dis-
seminated and the moral standard of the masses is
improved.

At the time of the establishment of Pakistan this is
what we had expected. We had hoped that at the end of
the British Rule, when the reins of Pakistan’s govern-
ment will come in the hands of the Muslims, they wall
set themselves to this task. We had thought that the
government will utilise all its media of publicity for
the invigoration of their faith and fostering in them the
true Islamic character. We had aspired that the edu-
cational system will be geared to the production of the
leadership and citizens worthy of an Islamic’ state and
~ society. We had hoped that the educational system,
which generated atheism, will be supplanted by a
system which would develop devotion and submission
to Allah. We had WIShf:d that a sense will be created
among the people whercby they would be ableto
discriminate between the lawful and the unlawful.
But, as ill luck would have it, none of these hapes
came true. Had the government then utilised all its

resources to this end the situation would have been
quite different by now.

We have now to start afresh.. It is very wellif you
try to enforce the Islamic Laws. You may also codily
them so that our courts are able to decide according
to them. But this is not the only thing whereby
Islamic system will be established.

The first and foremost thing is that Islamic education
is imparted in our educational institutions at ail levels,
in primary and high schools as well as in colleges and
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universities. Instead of propagating obscenity, moral
turpitude and crime, our mass-media should be
employed for imparting faith and Islamic beliefs among
the Muslims. The common people should be made
to understand as to what is Islamic character and
what is un-islamic one, and what is the distinction bet-
ween them. [ have already explained that Islamic
System was established on the bed rock of faith
It was on that strong foundation that the - edifice
of moral, social, economic, political and legal
system was erected. If today we wish to achieve
that ideal we must teturn to it in the same order.
Mere change of law will not be of much avail
unless the faith in Allah, faith in His Prophet
(peace be upon him), faith in the Quran and
the faith in the Life Hereafter is firmly established
in the hearts of Muslim masses. We know very well
that our police is so proficient in the fabrication of
false cases that it can challenge the whole world on
this score. The condition of our witnesses 1s such that
giving of true evidence is almost deemed a sin. . People
think that court is but a place of false evidence.
Police always keeps at hand a gang of false witnesses.
- Keeping these two things in view, one can imagine
s to how can the Islamic Law be successiully enforced
when the whole machinery of our society Is in dis-
order. The present regime, and the future ruler of the
country, should sec to it that along with the enforce-
ment of Islamic Laws they also reform the administ-
r.tion of the country, the system of 1ts education and
put all the energles and rtesources of the country to
he task of establishing faith in the hearts of the
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Muslims. The character of the people should be .
improved and fear of Allah be ingrained in their minds.

Nasir Qureshi

Sir, it is generally said that our nation submits to the
rod only. Itis a popular proverd and is now-a-days onm
every body’s lips, But do you think that Islamic S_'}'mm |
will also be established by force.

Maulans Abul A’la Maududi

Force also has a place in Islamic Law but it comes
last. The order of precedence in Islamic System is
“that first of all the minds of the people are reformed
through education and preaching so that their dutlook
is changed. Then a gigantic éffort is made to create
Islamic character in thém. This campaign has to
be so arranged that every locality, every wvillage and
every street develops such a group of noble men, - who,
with the support of the general public, are in a
position to suppress the bad element of the society and
can strive to make the people of their own area religi-
ous and honest. In this way a popular opinion will
emerge in the country which will not allow the evils
prosper. If any one would dare to deviate in the face of
this popular public opinion, he will be encountered
with condemnation. While on the other hand,
any one, who will adopt the right course of life,
would be helped by the whole society. Islam also
visualises that its members arc sympathetic and
helpful to each other. They share each other’s troubles.
Every one is supporter of justice and an opponent
of injustice. One considers eating his fill unlawful

if he knows that his neighbour is sleeping hungry.
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Islam also establishes such economic system in which
interest is unlawful, Zakatis obligatory, the doors of
unlawful income are closed and people are given full
opportunities for earning a lawful income and no one
stands deprived of his necessities of life. Force is
used only as a last resort if one is not reformed by
faith, character, cducation, justice, better economic
condition and the pressure of heaithy public opinion.
And when it comes to that stage the force should be
used openly and so mercilessly that it deters all criminal
tendencies,

Some people ignore the full scheme and details of the
Islamic system and outright start criticising its harsh
punishments. Islam starts with creating faith among
ordinary people, then it builds their character and
takes steps to prepare a strong public opinion which
fosters good and suppresses evil. Then it establishes such
a sacial, economic and political order in which doing
of a good deed is easier than doing a bad one. It
shuts all doors through which the various abomin-
able crimes penetrate. After all these things force 1s
used to serve as a deterrent for wiping out every evil
that crops upin a clean society. Who would be more
unjust than a person whao skips over all these things and
places the last of its item on the top only to disgrace
this righteous system. |

Abdul Waheed Khan

What you have said about the government is undoubiedly
very frue. We cannot attain our ideal of Islamic rule
until we create an order and with such leadership who
are not only honest and sincere about the enforcement
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of Islam but also intellectually and morally men of
suck calibre and standard as can accomplish this task.
The question which arises here is  that now-a-days
election is considered to be the only means of changing
a government. Wil you please enlighten us whether, in
view of the glorious regime of the Holy Prophet {peace
be upon him), this Western sysiem of election can be
harmonised with the Islamic System of Shura (cansufta-
tion}? If so how ?

Maulana Abul A‘la Maududi

You will please kctp it in mind that we shall have
to start from the point where we are and keep our
- destination distinctly clear before us so that with each
step we march towards it. Whether we like it or not,
the elections shall have to be a starting point, because
this is at present the only peaceful course for changing
the system of government and rulers. . There is no
other alternative for bringing about a change in the
system of government and choosing leaders for running
it. Qur efforts should therefore be that our elections
are fair and free from deceit, bungling, racial and regio-
nal prejudices, sectional and tribal considerations, false
propaganda, mud-slinging, bogus voting, conscience-
buying and other mal-pry{tices which are employed for
changing the rﬂsult of eiections. People should have
full uppartumw to elect representatives of their own
choice, Parties afkl imviduals, who contest elections,
should present their manifestos in a decent manner
before the public and then leave the choice to them.
It is possible that in ‘the first election we may not
fully succeed in changing the people’s mode of
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thinking or choice, but if the system of election
is kept clean a time is bnu:nd to come when the
government would bé completely in the hands of
honest men.  Thereafter we can review the system
of election and succeed in re-establishing the ideal
Islamic method originally adopted for this purpose.
You cannot, in any case, attain yﬂur goal at once and
lmmet:hataly

Abdul Wahﬂﬂddfhan

Sir, there can be many other quastgam wh:ch I wauld
wish you to illuminate but I defer them io some other
suitable occassion. May Allakgrant you health and
provide us an opportunity to have your guidance about
them. But before this session comes to. a close I
would ask you one more question. You had a mission
which you made the sole aim of your life. You
kave struggled for it all your life.  Thank God we
~ have today reached a stage where that objective appears
to be mear its .completion. Will you "please tell us
in the context of your struggle asto how do you feel
about this whole situation? Do you think that your
struggle has really come to its logical conclusion and
do you feel ypu have been raai{y .rm:::mfﬂl in - your
mzman ? -

Maufana Abul A'la Maududi

It 15 a very difficult question indeed. Nﬁlther I
~want to make. any exaggeratf:d claim nor would I
like to indulge in self-praise. Nevertheless, I feel
‘that in the last thirty to forty years the work of

prﬂp&gatmn of Islamic thought has been done on a
vast scale. It has not been dDIlE by me only. - Many
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others have also contributed to it. - As a result of this
vast literature majority of our educated class has deve-
loped a love for Islam. Although their moral standards
do not yet conform to the teaching of Islam, but gene-
rally there is a growing urge for understanding it and
establishing its system in them. Our educational insti-
tutions, though they thrived on Macaulay’s system
of education, have, by the Grace of Allah, pro-
duced a large number of students who have not
only a passion for Islam but a good deal of its
understanding also. The great prublem we have now
before us 1s that how should we dissemnate, the.
knowledge and understanding of Islam among our
masses, who are, mostly illiterate. The educated
class alone, even with its hundred per cent votes
and immense desire to make a correct choice of re-
presentatives, cannot- succeed in achieving the desired
results in elections. .

At this stage it seems to me but essential that
educated young men and religious scholars devote
themselves to the task of acquainting the illiterate
‘masses all overe the country, 'in cities, towns and
villages,” with Islam. Literacy is not essential for
this purpose. During the time of the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him} Islam. - was not spread through .
books but by verbal preaching. Even now it is
not necessary that we first teach reading and writ-
ing and then acquaint them with ISl'am Its
Jmowledge can be imparted to the people thruugh
verbal preaching as was done in the days of the
Holy Prophet {peace be upon him). They can be
acquainted with the Islamic beliefs and ethics. -They
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can be made to understand their duties as mushms.
They can be made to distinguish between the lawiul
and the unlawful, Fear of the punishment of great
sins can be created in their minds. Reward for
good deeds can still work as a great incentive for
them. The tcachings of the Quran and the Sun-
nah, which had changed the world, can show 1ts
miraculous effects if we want to make use of them
for the reformation of our socicty. One thing, of
superb importance, is that by means of simple teach-
ings of the Quran and Sunnah we should stamp
the impression 'Iin the minds of the people that
they can conceal themselves from everyone but not
from Allah. They can escape every punishment
except the punishment of Allah. They can be
exhorted that they have to die one day and appear
in the court of Allah, on the Day of Resurrection.
It is not possible that they go before Him afier they
have ignored the prayer, disgraced His Religion by
fiouting the Fast of Ramzan, polluted themselves
with sins, encroached the rights of other people,
molested others’ honour and committed murders, and
still hope that théy will be forgiven. Device and
deceit may help them escape the punishment in this
world but would they also escape the pumshmtnt in
the Hereafter? If these things are poured In the

minds of people, you will see that they would also
develop right type of thinking and moral sense.

After that when people come to know that we have to

establish«the Islamic System in our country they would
think themselves, at the time of election, whom
they should bring forth for the task. Ordinary people



23

know which doctor to consult when they are il
They also know which pleader to engage for a law
suit., Similarly when you would creaté an understanding
and awareness of Islam among the masses, they would
themselves judge whom they should elect for running |
the Islamic System. Even if they err, on this score,
in the first instance, they will not, God willing, err
a second time, provided the process of mass educa-
tion continues and the conduct of rulers 15 sub-
jected to logical criticism whenever they deviate 1n
any matter from the Islamic System. If we suppose
that once a majority of wrong persons is,elected
it would manipulate the elections a second time,
they will be faced with a similar movement which
uprooted a dictator like Bhutto.

There are some special ways of mass education
which shall have to be kept in view. For example we
take up the case of Jabour unions. Itshould be im-
pressed on the labour that for them the most judicious
economic system is not socialism but Islam. Their
grievances would be removed by adherence to Islam,
Socialism have never been fair to the labour class,
Neither it is doing justice to them now nor would
it ever do in the future. Our young men ‘who
have studied Socialism and Communism and knoy
the conditions obtaining in these countries can, with
irrefutable. arguments and evidence, convince the
labourers on this point. In this way labour move-
ment can be transformed into an Islamic movement,
With the awareness thus created, the labour class
will be in a position to recognise whether their
leaders were the followers of Marx and Lenin -or
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the believers of Allah and His Prophet (peace be
upon him). Then the decision that, on the Day of
Resurrection they would like to be raised with Marx
and Lenin or the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon
him), can be left to them. o |

A similar approach is needed in the case of farmers, who
have their own particular problems. The solution
which Islam offers for their problems should be explain-
¢dto them. When the Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him) migrated to Madina, its local population was
engaged mostly in agriculiure.  Before the advent of
Islam they were deeply affected by disputes which
involved landlords, farmers and tenants, The farmers
who brought grain from villages were badly exploited
by the urban grain-dealers and commission agents.
When .the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)
went there, he removed all these evils. The details
of the reforms which he made are available in the:
Sunnah. These instances can be quoted to the far-
mers and they can be convinced that judicious solution
of these problems had been madé by Islam in the-
past and it could solve them now also.# .

As this work will progress, you will se¢ “that gradually
the result of elections would improve. “And as the
number of honest and wise religious men will increase-
we will advance towards the . Ideal System which
obtained in the tim#s of the éﬁrlj&i(}a;'liphs.

Nasir Qureshi |

- S T wu_&fd here ask you .a ,quastiér_: that has Icﬂma_to my
- mind.  You have just now told us that Islamic System
should- be enforced gradually and that is how it will
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actually be enforced. Does it mean that during the course
of this gradual transition our present laws  made

under the Western type of democracy will also continue ?
Car these two conflicting things go logether ?

Maulana Abul A'la Maududi

Our whole system of life is in disorder and it
will have to be changed gradually. The British system
of education cannot be replaced with Islamic system
‘immediately. The moral condition of the public
which has deteriorated over decades due to the on-

slaught of cinema, obscene pictures, songs, mixed
society, drinking and other evils, cannot also be

remodelled by one stroke.. But we shall have to start
our efforts for change at onte. We must wipe out
whatever evil we can, and do this in the shortest:
possible time. It would be unjust to delay our action
even by a moment. We shall bave to ‘take a similar
course in respect of laws. Whichof the un-Islamic
laws can' be replaced by Islamic Laws immediately,
should be changed forthwith., Every Islamic Law,
the enforcement ™ of which is possible; should” be.
enforced without delay, because a government which
18 truly Musliﬁi, and has before it the mission of putt-
" ing Islam into practice; should bring a simultaneous
change in every sphere of life. It is fallacious to thmk
that Islamic Law should not be enforced untll, all
the reforms have been completed. If our . _]uclges
start deciding suits according to Islamic = Laws,
. mstead of un-Islamic Laws, 1it- -omll create an’
1mpressmn in the pubhc mind that secular system will
not work here any more and our religious laws are,



28

gomg to replace it. This will help in changing
the very way of thinking of our public. You can
understand its effect from the fact that when the
Britishers abandoned our laws and enforced their own,
and their magistrates and judges started deciding cases
according to the new laws, our values gradually
began to change. What was unlawful became lawful
and what was lawful became otherwise. Things
which the British law made lawfual in moral, economic,
soctal and other spheres of life, became a part of our
system of life, even though they were prohibited
from Islamic point of view. We began to think that
our laws were outdated. It was ingrained in our
minds that the Islamic Law was only meant for marri-
age, divorce and inheritance purposes only and was
unfit for running other affairs oflife. When people
will see the Islamic Law operating in our courts the
history will repeat itself and the spell of English Law
- over us will begin to fade. Tt is, therefore, not correct
to think that reforms should be made in one or a
few spheres of life and other spheres should remain
as they are.
Let us take the case of elections. Apparently it is
Just one aspect oflife but its improvement influences
the whole system. The system of election as in vogue
in our country involves innumerable evils. False
promises, deceit, exploitation of voter’s weaknesses,
purchase of ‘voted, pressurising, 'vilification, regional
and tribal prejudices, sectarianism are the evils which
are let loose, for winning the elections and riding " over
‘the nation’s neck. Change this situation, put a stop to
these devices and give the people an opportunity to



29

elect their representatives in a free and fair manner.
Rest assured that a good deal of improvement will result
with this measure alone. It will make the elections
of bad people difficult and good people easier.

Nasir Qureshi

Str, we are already using the different media for the
publicity and preaching of Islam. What else would you
suggest for this purpose ?

Mbsulana Abul A‘la Maududi

I have already discussed these things at some length
in my books and it 1s rather difficult for me to repeat
this all over again, «
 Nasir Qureshi

Sir, will you please tell us as to how can we use the radio

for this purpose ?
Maulana Abul A‘fa Maududi
In order to use the radio for this purpose it is
essential that such persons are selected who can speak
to the people on radio on various Islamic subjects
after due preparation. For example, some such care-
fully selected persons should be requested to explain
the Islamic beliefs with all their implications and try
to engrave their every aspect in the minds of people.-
This task should not be. limited to any one person,
howsoever learned, because it will result in monotony
and the people will get tired of him. If it is done
by different persons in their own style, the audience

will listen to their programmes with greater interest.
Once the people imbibe the fundamentals of Islamic
beliefs which is the first and foremost thing on

the road to Islam it will change their mental make-
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up and make them receptive for other facts of
Islam. Similarly, some other capable persons should
be selected to explain the importance of Islamic
prayers, discuss their countless moral and mundane
benefits and high-light the calamities that result
from neglecting them. Another group of suitable
persons should be selected who should discuss the
ethics of Islam, its injunctions and its exhortations.
Another team of learned persons should launch a
campaign against the evils rampant in the society in.
such an effective manner that public begins to feel
a strong repulsion against the sins they indulge in.
Some others can take up the major sins as their
subject. They should take these sins one by one
and launch an incessant and virulent attack against
1t in their speeches so as to create in the public
mind a horror against these sins and their woeful
punishment in the life-to-come. For instance they
can take up ‘murder’.. as their first subject. They
should recount one by one all” the consequences
which resalt fromit. A person killing ten or more
of s fellow-beings, if caught, would be punished
in this world with death once only. For nine
other murders, which have also been committed
by him, he will be punished by Allah in the Here-
after. Even in the case of murder of a single indivi-
dual the punishment from a court of this world will
be a sentence qof death only, whereas the loss which
the bereaved family and his future generations suffer,
and the length of time for which they will suffer,
can neither be exactly measured nor redressed -
by any worldly court. The assessment of this loss
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will be made by Allah and the murder will have
its full retribution in Hell. If we start such a

series of speeches on the radio, and competent
persons do it with full eloquence at their command,

you will see that within a short time a remarkable
change will occur. Radio isindéed a most effective
medium for educating the masses. It has become
so wide spread that even a farmer now cannot
plough his farm without it. Our people have so far
been listening to music and mostly obscene film
songs. 1If they are gradually accustomed to listen to
" the-teachings of Isiam couched in simple and inerest-
ing language, 1 do not think that they will switch
off their radios on hearing the name of Allah. They
have not yet reached that stage of allergy. They
may be very short of practice. But all of them love
and believe in Almighty Allah, His Prophet (peace be
upon him) and the life Hereafier. In order to create
interest, you can start your programme with some .
moving incidents from the times of the Holy Prophet
“(peace be upon him) and the Caliphs and the compa-
mnions of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and
other noble men of our history.  Gradually they can
be mentally prepared to listen and understand the
teachings of Islam. Perhaps there will not be even
one single person ameng ‘these simple villagers who
i not be a true lover of the Holy Prophet (peace
be upon him). You can then tell them, to also
obey the orders of that beloved Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him) of theirs for whom they are
always ready to lay down their lives. You will not
find cven a single person among them who would



92

not believe that there would be another life after
this earthly life. You should tell them as to what
will happen after death and quote its details from
the Quran and the Sumnah. I am sure that these
details will have a hair-raising effect on them. The
knowledge of the torments of grave alone will shake:
- them to the marrow of their bones. "

Nasir Qureshi

Sir, we present from the radio special programmes for
the farmers, labourers, ladies and children. And we
do not present in these programmes songs only. It is
something gquite different that the contents of these

programmes are not proportionale? |

Maulana Abul Ala Maududi

What I am saying is that the mair fcature of the
radio programme is music. The element of religion
and morality is much less in it. If you stop the
former element at once, your listeners wouid switch
on to other radio stations, So the right course
would be that you reduce gradually the former and
increase the latter element. | |

When public begins to understand their religion in
a proper manner, and you present it to them In
an interesting and effective way, they would no
longer remain so much addicted to songs and other
corruptive pastimes. Whenever they will switch-on
to other stations for music they would suddenly
remember that on the Day of Resurrection, their
ears will bear witness to what they had llstcnf:d and
their conscience will be disturbed.



